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Week 5 
“I tell you most solemnly, 
unless a wheat grain falls 
on the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, it yields a rich 
harvest.” Jn 12: 20-33

Throughout nature we recognize God’s way: from 
death comes new life. In the forests, new growth 
emerges from the fallen tree. 
 
What new life emerges from a fallen tree? 
 
What are some situations where the 
death of the forests leads to rejuvena-
tion? 

Is this the situation for the Subanens in 
Mindanao?
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Mangroves are found in coastal rivers, estuaries and 
bays. They have an important role as habitat and 
breeding grounds for marine and terrestrial life. They 
trap and recycle nutrient and chemical run-off. The 
seeds uniquely disperse into the water to be washed 
to new shores to lodge and grow. 

Describe some regenerative processes of 
mangroves.  

Who needs to look after mangroves?  
See www.mangrovewatch.org.au/

 God Challenging…..

Reflection

Getting to know Mangroves

 \ God Revealing…..

In Christ, the outpouring of love 
of the Father for creation is 
experienced in a special way in 
the cross. God is passionately 
involved in creation and wishes 
to see it flowering. 
Fr Sean McDonagh, SSC Columban 
priest

Scripture tells us we must become 
like children to come to God. Can we 
reconnect children to creation and 
their creator?  

Can we:
Build their sense of wonder and awe?
Encourage their prayer about nature?
Encourage their unstructured play 
outside? 

Get ideas from: 
Re-Connecting Our Children flyer, 
Catholic Education Office, Townsville Qld 
Bush Boys Program, St Michael’s School, Nowra 
NSW

 God Inspiring…..
Meditation
“The earth is the most ancient mother. She is the  
endless source and the inescapable destiny.”
John O’Donoghue, The Four Elements

What does this teach us about God?  

Search on the internet using the 
words “poems on mangroves” and 
locate poetry created by children like 
this one from New Caledonia: 

“I protect the lagoons against the  
mountains  
I protect the little ones against big  
predators
I protect the people against the angry 
waves…
Then the children must help me against 
the wrong-doer who pollutes me, poisons 
me, contaminates me and destroys me.
That makes me very sick.”
www.peopleandplanet.net/?lid=27076&topic=55&s
ection=29 

Compare your feelings with theirs? 
Discuss reasons for your feelings. 

If we want children to flourish, we need to 
give them time to connect with nature and 
love the Earth before we ask them to save it.
David Sobel

Drew Douglas

©2012 St Columbans Mission Society and its licensors. All rights reserved

http://www.columban.org.au/about-us/columban-videos/stations-of-the-forests/

